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What is safeguarding?


Safeguarding is “the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect
them from harm”.



Safeguarding means: Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment, preventing harm to
children’s health or development, ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and
effective care.



Safeguarding is the responsibility of all adults, especially those working or volunteering with
children. Acorn Education Trust aims to help protect the children in its care by working
consistently and appropriately with all relevant agencies to reduce risk and promote the
welfare of children.



Staff in Acorn Education Trust Schools will follow the child protection procedures set out by
the Wiltshire Safeguarding Children Board (http://www.wiltshirescb.org.uk/ ) and will have
regard to statutory guidance issued by the Department for Education Keeping Children Safe
in Education, 2016: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-ineducation--2



Staff are advised to maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’ as far as safeguarding is
concerned, and should always act in the best interest of the child.

What is child protection?


Child protection is a part of safeguarding and promoting welfare. This refers to the activity
which is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or at risk of suffering,
significant harm.

Who is responsible for safeguarding & child protection?
The Executive Headteacher of the Acorn Education Trust takes overall leadership responsibility for
safeguarding arrangements in each of the schools within the Trust.
Each of the schools within the Acorn Education Trust have a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) for safeguarding and child protection. During school
days, in term time, the DSL and/or a DDSL should always be available during school hours for staff in
schools to discuss any safeguarding concerns they may have.
Each school within the Acorn Education Trust will have their safeguarding and child protection policy
available on their school website, and the policy will provide names and contact details for the DSL
and DDSL.
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School

DSL

Deputy DSL

Dilton

Sharon Broad

Jo Ronxin

Great Wishford

Stephanie Cleaver

Mandy Hewes

Heytesbury

Carole Godfrey

Caroline Bourne

Keevil

Lindsey Hermon

Kingdown

David Richardson

Maria O'Brien & Max Burr
Dave Locke, Carole Alston, Steve Dudley, Craig
Hillier

New close

Jane Brown

James Evans

St John's

Berkeley Bassinger-Adams

Stephanie Cleaver & Sarah Nicholls

The Avenue

Caroline Thomas

Louise Kilminster

West Ashton

Deborah Huxham

Justine Buckley

Other useful numbers to contact

If you believe a child is at immediate risk of significant harm or injury, you must call the
police on 999.

Wiltshire Designated Officer For Allegations (DOFA): 01225 713945

Children’s Social Care referrals - Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0300 456 0108
(Out of hours: 0845 6070 888)

Early Help Single Point of Entry: 01225 718230
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